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A 

BILL 



[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To establish Regulati6DS for preventing Contagious 
Diseases in Ireland. 

Note. — The Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



it has become highly expedient to provide for ] 
and secure constant attention to the health and comforts of the 
inhabitants oi Ireland, and for the prevention of Contagious Disease, more 
especially in the cities and great towns thereof ; and that for that purpose. 
Officers of Health should be annually appointed in all cities and large 
towns, and that such officers should also be appointed in such towns, 
parishes and villages in the country, as shall think it proper or necessary 
to adopt such a measure ; 



IB© it tfitrtfort ©natttl), by The KlNG’s Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, THAT within one calendar month next after the passing of 
this Act, and within one calendar month after the twenty-fifth day 
of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and in 
every subsequent year, in every city and town in Ireland, which shall 
contain one thousand inhabitants, or upwards ; and in every city and 
large town where the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
G overoors of Ireland, shall think fit to direct that this Act shall be carried 
s into effect, the inhabitant householders of each and every parish in such 
city or town assembled in vestry, shall and they are hereby required to 
elect and appoint any number of persons not less than two, and not more 
than five, to be officers of health for such parish, for the year ending on 
the twenty-fifth day of March next after such election, and until new 
officers of health shall be in like manner appointed for such parish for 
Ure year ensuing. 
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Such oflicers 
shall act 
without 
salary. 

Sums requi- 
site for execu- 
tion of this 
Act shall be 
raised by 
parochial 
rates, and 
be employed 
andaccounted 
for by such 
officers. 



And be it iuvther Enacted, That such officers of health, so to be 
elected and appointed, shall act in the execution of this Act, without any 
salary fee or reward whatsoever; and that the expenses to be incurred 
by such officers, in the execution of their duties under this Act, not 
exceeding such sums as shall be specified and determined on, and limited 
and directed at the vestry to be assembled for the choice of such officers, 
or at any subsequent vestry to be called by the said officers, shall be 
raised and levied on the inhabitants of such parish, in such manner and 
form as other parochial assessments are raised and levied, and shall by 
the said officers of health be applied to the purposes of this Act; and the 
expenditure thereof shall be accounted for by the said officers in such 
manner as other parochial assessments are accounted for, and either at 
such times as other assessments are accounted for according to law, or 
at such other times and periods of the year, and as often from time to 
time as shall be directed at the vestry to be assembled for the appointment 
of such officers, or at any other vestry to be called by two inhabitants 
of such parish ; and that copies of all such accounts shall, once in every 
year, before the twenty-fifth day of April in each year, be transmitted 
by such oncers of health to such public officer, or office or place in 
Dublin, as shall be from time to time directed by the Lord Lieutenant, 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, or 
his or their chief secretary. 



3 



Parishes in 
any part of 
Ireland nuy 
appoint such 
officers, if 
they think 
fit. 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for tlie 
inhabitant householders of any parish town or place whatever, in vestry 
assembled, in any part of Ireland, to appoint such officers of health for 
such parish, in case they shall think fit and expedient so to do; and to 
raise such sum and sums of money, to be levied and accounted as directed 
by this Act, in like manner as by this Act is required to be done in cities 
and large towns as aforesaid. 



No person 
compellable 
to serve such 
office longer 
than one 
year, &c. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no person shall be com- 
pelled or compellable to act or serve as such officer of health, in any 
parish or place, for any longer term than one year, nor to act or serve 
as such officer for any year commencing within three years, after the 
end of any year for which he shall have served as aforesaid. 



Churchwar- Provided also, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 4 
eiMtedofficers inhabitant householders of any parish in any county city town or 
ofhtalth. in Ireland, to elect the churchwardens of such parish for the time . 

being to be officers of health under this Act, in case they shall think fit 
so to do; and it shall be lawful for such churchwardens, and they are 
hereby authorized and required, to act as such officers of health accord- 
ingly, under the present provisions of this Act. 

On failure of Provided also, and be it Enacted, That where any city or town as 
^ssions shall aforesaid, containing one thousand inhabitants, or where the Lord 
' Lieutenant 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







4 



1 



( 3 ) 

Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Govornors of Ireland, shall direct appoint 
Uiis Act to be carried into execution, in case the inhabitant householders health!'^' 
ill any parish or parislies in such city or town shall neglect or refuse to 
elect and appoint such ofiiccrs of health, within such time as is required 
by this Act, or as shall be required by any order of such Lord Lieutenant, 

• or other Chief Governor or Governors, it shall and may be lawful for the 
J ustices of the peace assembled at the Quarter Sessions, or any adjoum-- 
ment thereof, for the county city or town within which such parish shall 
be situate, and the said Justices are hereby authorized and required, to 
appoint such officers of health in and for such parish, and also at the 
5 same time to appoint and limit what sum shall be raised by assessment 
on such -parish for the purposes of tiiis Act, and such sum shall and may 
be raised and levied accordingly, in like manner as any other parish 
assessments, and as if the same had been authorized by the vestries of 
sucli parishes, and shall be applied and accounted for in manner herein- 
before directed. 



And be It further Enacted, That it shall and mav be lawful for any Powen 6f 
one or more of the persons so to be appointed officers of health, and ofheah^'?* 
he and they is and are hereby authorized empowered and required, to 
cause and direct all streets and lanes, and all yards and courts adjoining 
thereto, .and all houses let in several tenements to room-keepers, and the 
yards gardens or places belonging to such houses to be cleansed and 
purified, and all nuisances prejudicial to health to be removed therefrom ; 
and all public sewers to be cleansed, and where necessary, to be covered 
over, and all lodgments of standing water to be filled up or drained off; 
and also to cause and direct all other matters and things to be done for 
the ventilation fumigation and cleansiog of any house whatever, in which 
fever or other contagious distemper shall Iiave occurred, and for the 
washing and purifying the persons and clothes of the inhabitants of every 
6 such house, as shall appear to any such officer of health to be indis- 
pensably necessary for the preservation and security of the inhabitants of 
such parish against the danger of contagion, unless due precautions shall 
have previously been taken for such purposes by the inhabitants of such 
house ; and it shall be lawful for all constables and peace officers, and they 
are hereby authorized empowered and required, to be aiding and assisting 
to such officers of health, in the doing all matters and things whatsoever 
in the execution of this Act. 



And be it further Enacted, That in any parish or parishes in any city 
or town where any such officers of health shall be appointed as aforesaid, 
and where no power or authority is or shall be vestetl in or given to 
magistrates ctr corporation of such city or town, to regulate the sweeping 
and cleansing of the streets therein, and the collecting and disposing of 
the dirt dung and filth of the said streets, and also in any city or town 
whatever, where the scavengers or other persons who shall be entrusted 
with or contract for the cleansing and sweeping of the streets, under the 
37^- A 2 direction 



On neglect 
of Scavengers, 
iic. to cleanse 
streett, tiie 
officers of 
health may 
order them to 
be cleansed, 
and the pro- 
duce disposed 
of for the 
purposes of 
this Act. 
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direction of the magistrates or corporation or not, shall neglect or omit to 
cleanse and sweep the streets and lanes of such city or town, twice at 
least in every week, it shall and may be lawful for such officers of health 
to cause and direct such streets to be swept and cleansed, and the dirt 
dung and filth collected from the same to be sold and disposed of, and 
the produce thereof to be applied to the purposes of this Act, and in 
diminution of the charge on the parish for which such officers shall be 
appointed ; Provided always. That in all cases where the magistrates or 
corporation of any city or town have or shall have power and autliority 
to regulate the sweeping or cleansing of the streets, or where any scavenger 
or other person shall be appointed or shall have contracted for that pur- 
pose, the said officers of health shall give twenty-four hours notice 
to the chief magistrate of such city or town, and to the scavenger or 
other person contracting for the cleansing of such streets, of the neglect or 
omission to sweep and cleanse the same ; and that at the expiration of 
such twenty-four hours, m case the said streets shall not be duly 
swept and cleaii«d, it shall be lawful for the said officers of health to 
cause the same to be swept and cleansed, and the produce thereof to be 
disposed of as aforesaid, any act, charter, law, usage or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 



Juftkes, 
Church- 
wardens and 
Officers of 
Health em- 
fiowered to 
remove 
Beggars, <tc. 



AND for the preventing the danger of contagion and other evils, from 
the unrestrained intercourse of strolling beggars, vagabonds, and idle poor 
persons seeking relief ; PE it Enacted, That from and after the passing 
of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for any one Justice of peace 
within his jurisdiction, or for any churchwarden of any parish in anv 
city town or place in Ireland, or for any officer of health appointed in 
any parish' in pursuance of this Act, and they are hereby respectively 
authorized empowered and required, to apprehend all idle poor persons, 
men women or children, and all persons who may be found begging or 
seeking relief, or strolling or wandering as vagabonds within any parish 
or place, and to direct and cause all such idle persons beggars and vaga- 
bonds to be removed and conveyed out of and from such parish and place, 
in such manner and to such place as the nature of the case may require^ 
and it shall and may be lawful for any such Justice of the peace, upon 
bis own view, or upon the complaint of any churchwarden or officer of 
health, to commit any such strolling beggar or vagabond, or idle poor 
person, to any bridewell or house of correction, or other public place of 
confinement, for any time not exceeding twenty-four hours previous to 
their removal or departure out of ^uch parish ; and it shall and may be 
lawful for any-churchwarden or officer of health in such parish, during 
such period of twenty-four hours, to cause the persons and clothes of such 
idle poor persons, beggars or vagabonds so committed, to be washed and 
cleansed; and it shall be lawful for the Justices of any county city or 
town, assembled at any quarter sessions or adjournment thereotl to con- 
stitute and appoint any suitable unoccupied building to be a bridewell or 

place 
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place of confinement for such idle persons, beggars and vagabonds, w ilh 
' the consent and approbation of the owner of such house or building, and 

to apply to and agree with such owner for such purpose accordingly ; 

, and every beadle constable and peace officer within their respective dis- 

f tricts or jurisdictions, shall be and are hereby required to be assistant to 

the said Justices of peace, churchwardens and officers of health, in such 
apprehension and confinement and treatment of such idle poor persons, 
beggars and vagabonds, pursuant to the provisions of this Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person or persons shall resist F^ty on 
or oppose any Justice of peace, churchwarden or officer of health, in 
the execution of the powers of this Act, or in the doing or performing of or o^cew’of 

any matter or thing in the execution of this Act, every such person or health, 

persons so guilty of resisting or opposing, shall, on conviction thereof 
before any two Justices of peace, or Magistrates within their jurisdiction, 
on the oath or affirmation of any one or more credible witness, or 
on the confession of the party so offending, incur such penalty not 
less than ten shillings nor more than five pounds, as such Justices of # 
peace or Magistrates shall in their discretion think proper to adjudge 
I 10 and inflict; or in failure of making payment of such fine, such offenders 

' shall and may be committed to the common gaol or bouse of correction 

for any time not exceeding three calendar months ; and no such conviction 
shall be quashed for informality, nor shall be removed or removable by 
' certiorari or otherwise, nor subject to any appeal whatever. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any action shall be brought against General iffue. 
any person or persons for any thing done in the execution of any of the 
powers or duties by this Act given or required, the defendant or de- 
ll fendants may in every such suit plead the general issue, and give this 

Act and the special matter in evidence ; and in every case where the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs in such suit shall feil, the court in which such 
suit shall be carried on, shall award costs to the defendant or de- Coft?. 
fendants. 



376. 
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